Discover the
Opportunity
The benefits of becoming
a citizen of the world
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Become a part of
the Global Citizen
Community
It’s all about access- a world of visa-free travel
and mobility.
Global citizenship, in recent times, has taken on a new
meaning, going beyond the traditional boundaries of
countries. In an increasingly connected and borderless
world, as it is now, it has never been a better time to
discover the power of a second residence or citizenship-a
privilege which entitles you to the ultimate level of choice
in terms of standard of living, education for children,
investment and running global businesses.
At Hudson McKenzie, we plan, create and implement
the path to this freedom of choice for high net worth
individuals and families through our Global Citizenship
and residence programmes, which offer a unique set of
benefits and privileges. We are the only British law firm in
the United Arab Emirates recognised by the prestigious
Legal 500 offering these programmes and I have been
ranked as Top 100 Future Leaders by City Wealth
in the UK.
We work as trusted partners and advisors with government
agencies around the world, and are at the forefront of
designing, developing, implementing and running investor
programmes for residence and citizenship.
What we do every day affects not only our clients’ journey
into a new destination, it also fulfils their passions,
desires and dreams- a world away from the monotony
into a world full of luxury and the best life can offer. Our
culture is rooted in the conviction that the work we do
has meaningful impact on the success of our clients, who
are among the world’s best-known celebrities, politicians,
entrepreneurs and wealthy businessmen.
Contact us at HudsonVIP@hudsonmckenzie.com for
a private and discreet consultation.

Rahul Batra
Rahul Batra
Managing Partner
Hudson McKenzie
McKenzie
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Key Facts
• Constitutional monarchy with a British style parliamentary system.
Having gained independence from Britain in 1981, Antigua & Barbuda
has developed a reputation for judicial and governmental stability.
• Member of the United Nations (UN), the British Commonwealth, Caricom
and the Organisation of American States (OAS), among many other
international organisations.
• Key industries are tourism, tourism related service industries, and
financial services.
• Its currency is the Eastern Caribbean dollar (ECD).
• The island enjoys a pleasant year-round climate, with average air
temperatures ranging between 25 and 28 celsius and sea temperatures
reaching 29 celsius.
• Direct flights to Antigua in operation from several parts of the world
including London, New York, Toronto, Miami and Sao Paulo.
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CITIZENSHIP

Antigua
and Barbuda
Citizenship-by-Investment Programme

Antigua & Barbuda is an independent
commonwealth state in the Eastern
Caribbean. Located in the Leeward
Islands, the English speaking two-island
state of Antigua & Barbuda is a favoured
tourist destination dubbed the ‘Land of
365 Beaches’.
Antigua’s commitment to serving its tourism
industry and increasing the GDP is demonstrated
with its airport expansion project, allowing an
increase in scheduled, charter and inter-island
flights. There are already direct flights to Antigua
from several parts of the world.

Citizenship-by-Investment ProgrammeRequirements
Applicants must fulfil one of the following three
criteria:• Donation – Donate at least US$100,000 to
the National Development Fund or an approved
charity.

Timescales
Applications are normally processed within 90
days of submission. Successful applicants must
be present in Antigua & Barbuda for at least
five days within the first five years of obtaining
citizenship.

Benefits of obtaining citizenship
There are several benefits of obtaining citizenship
of Antigua & Barbuda, the key benefits are:• Residents of Antigua & Barbuda benefit from
no personal tax, capital gains tax or inheritance
taxes, and no tax on foreign-sourced income.
• Minimal presence required.
• Antiguan citizens can enjoy visa-free travel to
approximately 140 countries, including the
European Schengen Area, the UK, South Africa,
Hong Kong and Singapore.
• Citizens enjoy privileges associated with
citizenship of a Caricom country.

• Real estate – Invest at least US$400,000 into
an approved real estate project, to be held for a
minimum of 5 years.
• Business – Invest US$1.5 million or more into
an eligible local business.

Considerations
Applicants must
• Be of outstanding character,
• Hold no criminal record; and
• Have excellent health.

Hudson McKenzie
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CITIZENSHIP

Austria
Citizenship-by-Investment Programme

Austria is a German-speaking country in Central
Europe, characterized by mountain villages,
baroque architecture, imperial history and
rugged Alpine terrain. Vienna, its Danube River
capital, is home to the Schönbrunn and Hofburg
palaces.
It has counted Mozart, Strauss and Freud among its
residents. The country’s other notable regions include the
northern Bohemian Forest, Traunsee Lake and eastern
hillside vineyards.

Citizenship-by-investment-Requirements
Applicants must fulfil ONE of the following criteria:
• Donation – Make a charitable donation of approx. EUR 3
million to the Austrian economy; or
• Investment – An investment of EUR 10 million- an
applicant is required to invest actively in the Austrian
economy, for example in the form of a joint venture or
direct investment in a business that creates jobs or
generates new export sales. Significant direct investment
is generally required- passive investments in government
bonds, real estate, etc. do not qualify.

Considerations
Applicants must have
• Completely clean personal record (certificate of no
criminal record required),
• Comprehensive CV and business background
information; and
• Impeccable references.

Timescales
The Austrian Government normally takes approx. 18-24
months to decide upon applications from the date of
submission.
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Benefits of obtaining citizenship
• Austrian citizens can live and work in any Europen Union
including Switzerland.
• No minimum presence required.
• No tax consequences unless the applicant moves his
main (tax) residence to Austria.
• Austrian citizens enjoy visa-free access to several
countries including the US.
• Family members including spouse and children up to 18
years of age can be included.
• The applicant and their dependant family members enjoy
full citizenship for life, which can be passed on to future
generations by descent.

Key Facts
• Official languages are German, Hungarian, Slovenian and Austrian
German.
• Currency is Euro, EUR.
• 62% of Austria is covered by the Austrian Alps.
• Austria is also considered as Europe’s “organic farming country no. 1”.
The country promotes the reduction in the use of chemical fertilizers and
pesticides.
• Approximately one quarter of the population of Austria lives in Vienna.
• Strategically located with frequent flights from several parts of the world.

Hudson McKenzie
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CITIZENSHIP

Cyprus
Citizenship-by-Investment Programme

The Republic of Cyprus has enjoyed
being an independent nation since 1960,
is a member of the EU since 2004 and
became a member of the EEA in 2008.
The island enjoys low tax rates and has a
diversified economy in which tourism, financial
services and shipping are major players.

Citizenship-by-Investment ProgrammeRequirements
Applicants must fulfil all of the following criteria:
• Property – Purchase a property in Cyprus for
a minimum value of €500,000, to be held
in perpetuity. In the case that the applicant
proceeds with the real estate investment option,
as below, this property can be included in the
€2 million investment.
• Investment – Either invest at least €2
million into real estate, developments and
infrastructure projects, or make an investment
into alternative investment funds/financial
assets of the country, or purchase, establish/
participate in the country’s businesses and
companies or even a combination of any of the
above.
If qualifying via a €2 million private residence
purchase, after three years it is permitted to
liquidate and replace the private residence with a
€500,000 property.

10 Hudson McKenzie

Hudson McKenzie via its prefered network of
property developers in Cyprus can also assist
in identifying the most suitable investment
opportunities, and help clients manage their
properties and provide a further, enhanced menu
of concierge services.

Timescales
Cypriot citizenship is normally granted within
6 months of making an application, this quick
process makes Cyprus one of the fastest
destinations in the world to obtain second
citizenship.

Benefits of obtaining citizenship
• Full Citizenship of an EU member state- citizens
have the right to live, work, and study in all 28
EU countries.
• Visa-free travel to 163 countries around the
world.
• No minimum residence requirement.

Key Facts
• Official language is Greek, however English tends to be used as the
‘business language’.
• An attractive warm climate, dry summers from April to November, with
short, cooler winters. Average annual daytime temperature is 24°C.
• Strategically located being just 1.5hrs from Athens, 4hrs from Frankfurt,
3.5hrs from Dubai and 5hrs from London.
• Required investment from €2,000,000.

Hudson McKenzie
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Key Facts
• Member of Caricom and the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States, as
well as being a member of the Commonwealth of Nations.
• Citizens of Grenada don’t pay foreign income, wealth or inheritance taxes
on their worldwide wealth.
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CITIZENSHIP

Benefits of obtaining citizenship
• Visa-free travel to 127 countries, including China.
• Applications are processed within 120 days.
• No minimum presence requirement.
• Required donation from US$150,000.
• Citizenship may be passed down to future
generations without restriction.
• Children up to the age of 25 years and parents
over 65 years can be included.

Grenada
Citizenship-by-Investment Programme

Grenada is a sovereign state consisting of
seven islands in the south-eastern Caribbean.
Situated off the north coast of Venezuela, it
has a population of 107,000 and an area of
344 sq. km.
It is a beautiful country of lush, tropical forests, stunning
waterfalls and gorgeous sandy beaches.

Citizenship-by-Investment ProgrammeRequirements
Applicants must fulfil one of the following two options:
• Donation – A non-refundable US$150,000 donation to
Grenada’s National Transformation Fund (NTF).
• Property – Purchase a property from an approved
government real estate project for at least $350,000.
The property must be retained for a minimum of three
years.

Considerations
Applicants must
• Be of outstanding character,
• Hold no criminal record; and
• Have excellent health.

Timescales
Routine applications are normally approved within 120
days from submission.

Hudson McKenzie
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Key Facts
• Member of the EU since 2004, and Schengen Area since 2007.
• Enjoys stable political climate with a low risk of financial instability.
• Maltese Government is very much pro-business, and creating a company
in Malta is straightforward.
• Legislation and tax system are amongst the most favourable in Europe.
• English is the official language of Malta (alongside Maltese), and is widely
spoken.
• Citizens have access to an excellent healthcare system provided free to
Maltese citizens, and high quality international education is available for
children.
• Required investment from approx. €1 million.
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CITIZENSHIP

Malta
Citizenship-by-Investment Programme

Malta, officially known as the Republic
of Malta, is a Southern European island
nation in the Mediterranean Sea, lying
80 km south of Italy. It is an extremely
attractive place to live or to own a second
home and is strategically located with
excellent air links.
Its proximity to the sea, 300 days of sunshine
coupled with lowest crime rates in Europe make it
one of the most favoured destinations in Europe.

Benefits of obtaining citizenship
• The right to live, work and study in any of the 28
EU countries and Switzerland.
• Minimal presence required.
• Travel visa-free to 173 countries, including the
EU and Canada.
• Once granted, citizenship is valid for life, and is
hereditary for direct family members.

Maltese Individual Investor Programme
(IIP)-Requirements
Applicants must fulfill all of the following criteria:
• Contribution – Make a non-refundable
contribution to the National Development
and Social Fund which is €650,000 for main
applicant, €25,000 for spouse and each
dependant under 18 years of age or €50,000
for each dependant over 18 years of age.
• Investment – Invest €150,000 into Maltese
government bonds (or via approved funds for
the same) for at least 5 years.
• Property – Hold a residence in Malta for at
least 5 years, either by leasing a a property
with annual rent over €16,000 or purchase of a
property with value over €350,000.
• Health Insurance – Global cover with no
exclusions covering at least €50,000 per family
member.

Timescales
Citizenship is normally granted within 18 months
of submission.
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CITIZENSHIP

St. Kitts and Nevis
Citizenship-by-Investment Programme

The two-island state of St Kitts & Nevis is located
in East Caribbean, to the west of Antigua and
the south of Anguilla. Formerly a British colony,
St Kitts and Nevis gained its independence in
1983 but has chosen to keep Queen Elizabeth II
as head of state.
Citizenship-by-Investment ProgrammeRequirements
Applicants must fulfil one of the following two investment
options:• Make a donation – An applicant must either make
an investment of at least USD 400,000 in one of
the approved real-estate developments in addition
to paying government fees, other fees and taxes, or
alternatively making a contribution to the Sugar Industry
Diversification Foundation (SIDF, a public charity) starting
from USD 250,000 (for a single applicant), or a nonrefundable contribution to the Hurricane Relief Fund
(HRF) of an amount starting from USD 150,000 for an
applicant with up to three dependents; or
• Purchase a property – Purchase a property from a
government real estate project for at least US$400,000
and maintain it for at least five years

Considerations
Applicants must
• Be of outstanding character,
• Hold no criminal record; and
• Have excellent health.

16 Hudson McKenzie

Timescales
The Government of St. Kitts & Nevis offers an accelerated
application process which reduces the processing period
to 60 days or less, making it the fastest Programme in the
Caribbean.

Benefits of obtaining citizenship
• Signatory to the Double Taxation Relief (CARICOM) Treaty
1994 and compliant with the US FATCA regime.
• No minimum presence requirement.
• Citizenship of St. Kitts & Nevis offers visa-free travel to
139 countries including the European Schengen Area,
the UK, Hong Kong and Singapore.
• Applicant and their eligible dependant family members
enjoy full citizenship for life, which can be passed on to
future generations by descent.
• Citizens of St. Kitts & Nevis are allowed to hold dual
citizenship, and the acquisition of citizenship is not
reported to other countries.

Key Facts
• It is part of the Commonwealth of Nations and retains the British Monarch
as head of state.
• The islands cover 261 sq. km with a population of just over 54,000.
• The island enjoys a high standard of living.
• Tourism is the island’s economic mainstay, attracting more than 600,000
visitors every year.
• Required donation from US$150,000.

Hudson McKenzie
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CITIZENSHIP

St. Lucia
Citizenship-by-Investment Programme

St. Lucia is an island in the Lesser
Antilles region of the Eastern Caribbean
and is an independent commonwealth
country, having gained independence
from the UK on 22 February 1979. The
country’s history has been influenced by
the native Caribbean people, Africans,
the British and the French.
It is one of the Windward Islands and more
mountainous than most Caribbean Islands, with
the highest point being Mount Gimie, at 950
meters above sea level.

Considerations
Applicants must
• Be of outstanding character,
• Hold no criminal record; and
• Have excellent health.

Timescales
The application process takes approx. 90 days
from submission of the application.

Benefits of obtaining citizenship

Citizenship-by-Investment ProgrammeRequirements

• Antiguan citizens can enjoy visa-free travel to
approximately 140 countries, including the
European Schengen Area, the UK, South Africa,
Hong Kong and Singapore.

Applicants must fulfil ONE of the following criteria:

• Minimal presence required.

• Donation – Make a non-refundable contribution
to the National Economic Fund (NEF) of at
least USD $100,000 (USD $165,000 for main
applicant and spouse, USD $190,000 for main
applicant, spouse and up to two other qualifying
dependents and USD $25,000 each for any
additional qualifying dependent of any age; or

• Citizens enjoy privileges associated with
citizenship of a Caricom country.

• Investment – Invest in an approved real estate
development with a minimum value of USD
$300,000, which must be held for a minimum
period of five years or make an investment in
an approved Enterprise Project (as set out in the
regulations) with a minimum investment of USD
$3.5 million plus the creation of no less than
three permanent jobs, or a joint investment of
USD $6 million (each applicant contributing a
minimum of USD $1 million) plus the creation of
no less than six permanent jobs.
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• St. Lucia recognises dual citizenship.
• A right of descent for future generations.

Key Facts
• Member of the United Nations, CARICOM, OECS and the Eastern
Caribbean Currency Union (ECCU).
• Regional currency is East Caribbean Dollar, XCD.
• A highly educated workforce.
• Required contribution from USD $100,000 to obtain citizenship.

Hudson McKenzie
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Residence
Programmes
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RESIDENCE

Canada
Quebec Immigrant Investor Programme

Canada has consistently been ranked
as one of the world’s best performing
economies due to its rich natural
resources and second largest oil
reserves. It offers a cosmopolitan
lifestyle and an excellent education
system with several private schools
and elite universities. The country has
incredible natural beauty with coastlines,
beaches, forests, and mountains.
The Canadian Government launched the Quebec
Immigrant Investor Programme (IIP) in order to
attract high net worth individuals to Canada, who
upon making a certain amount of investment can
seek permanent residence.
Applications are limited to 1,900 each year;
individuals from China, Hong Kong and Macau
get preference. French speaking applicants are
not subject to quotas, therefore may submit an
application at any time. Also, individuals with
advanced intermediate French ability receive
priority processing.

Requirements
In order to qualify for residency, applicants must
meet the following criteria:
Full Investment – Applicants must invest at least
CAD$800,000 in a guaranteed investment for
a period of five years. At the end of this period,
the full amount will be returned to the applicant
without interest.

Applicants must:
• Be in possession of net worth of at least
CAD$1.6 million.
• Show an intention to settle in Québec.
• Evidence source of funds.
• Demonstrate at least two years of business
experience within the five years preceding the
application.

Considerations
• Applicants must physically reside in Canada
for 730 days within a 5-year period to maintain
their permanent residence status.
• Family members can be included in the same
application along with the main applicant.
• Once legally admitted to Canada, applicants do
not have to establish residency in Quebec. As
lawful Canadian residents they enjoy freedom of
movement in any of 10 Canadian provinces and
three territories.
• Applicants and their family members are eligible
to apply for citizenship if they live in Canada
for three out of the five years preceding the
citizenship application.
Hudson McKenzie offers a complete end-to-end
service designed to assist you and your family
members in immigrating to Canada under the
Immigrant Investor Programme. Working closely
with experts in tax, financial and banking services,
we provide a holistic approach making your entry
into Canada as smooth as possible.

Financed Investment – An applicant may choose
to finance the above CAD$800,000 governmentbacked investment. Finance can be obtained via
financial intermediaries.

Hudson McKenzie
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RESIDENCE

Malta
Maltese Residence Programme

Malta, officially known as the Republic
of Malta, is a Southern European
island nation in the Mediterranean
Sea, lying 80 km south of Italy. It is an
extremely attractive place to live or to
own a second home and is strategically
located with excellent air links.
Its proximity to the sea, 300 days of sunshine
coupled with lowest crime rates in Europe make
it one of the most favoured destinations in
Europe.

Maltese Residence ProgrammeRequirements
Applicants must fulfil ALL of the following
requirements:
• Property – Buy real estate for at least
€270,000 in south of Malta or on the Island
of Gozo; or buy real estate for at least
€320,000 situated elsewhere in Malta.
Alternatively, lease a property amounting to at
least €10,000 per annum in south of Malta
or on the Island of Gozo; or lease a property
for at least €12,000 per annum situated
elsewhere in Malta.
• Investment – Invest at least €250,000 in
government bonds, to be held for a minimum
of 5 years.
• Contribution – Make a non-refundable
contribution to the Maltese Government of
€30,000 (including an administrative fee of
€5,500).
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Considerations
• Applicants must earn an annual income of at
least €100,000 arising outside Malta, or have
capital of at least €500,000.
• Applicants must hold property or investments
for at least 5 years.
• Applicants must hold EU-wide health
insurance.

Timescales
Residence is normally granted within 120 days
of submission.

Benefits of obtaining residency
• Visa-free travel within the Schengen Area.
• No minimum residence requirements.
• Residency extends to spouse and children up
to the age of 27 years.
• 5 years’ permanent residence, renewable
indefinitely- right to reside indefinitely in
Malta.
• Investment is required for first 5 years only.
• Taxed on Maltese source of income and
remitted income only.

Key Facts
• Member of the EU since 2004, and Schengen Area since 2007.
• Enjoys stable political climate with a low risk of financial instability.
• Maltese Government is very much pro-business, and creating a company
in Malta is straightforward.
• Legislation and tax system are amongst the most favourable in Europe.
• English is the official language of Malta (alongside Maltese), and is widely
spoken.
• Required investment from €250,000.
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Key Facts
• Residents enjoy a mediterranean climate and culture.
• Official language, both spoken and written, is Portuguese.
• Currency is Euro, EUR.
• Capital and largest city is Lisbon.
• Investment options from €250,000 for the Golden Visa Programme.
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RESIDENCE

Portugal
Golden Visa Programme

Portugal is a southern European country
on the Iberian Peninsula, bordering
Spain. Its location on the Atlantic Ocean
has influenced many aspects of its
culture: salt cod and grilled sardines are
national dishes, the Algarve’s beaches
are a major destination and much of
the nation’s architecture dates to the
1500s–1800s, when Portugal had a
powerful maritime empire.
Golden Visa Programme-Requirements
Applicants must fulfil ONE of the following three
options:
• Property – Purchase a property for at least
€500,000 or invest €350,000 in property which
is more than 30 years old or located in urban
regeneration areas.

Timescales
The Portuguese Government normally grants
residence within 180 days from submission of the
application.

Benefits of obtaining residence
• Visa-free travel within the Schengen Area.
• Applicants can apply for Portuguese Citizenship
after six years.
• Dependant family members can be included.
• Minimal residency requirement- applicants are
required to stay for 7 days only in the first year
and 28 days in subsequent years.
• As a member of the Europen Union, it provides
an excellent launch pad for anyone wanting to
access the 28 countries of the Schengen Area.

• Investment – Make a capital transfer of at
least €250,000 for the purposes of investment
in artistic output or maintenance of national
heritage, or a capital transfer of at least
€350,000 for investment in research activities,
or a capital transfer of atleast €350,000 for
purchase of shares in investment funds or in
venture capital geared to the capitalisation
of small and medium companies, or capital
transfer of at least €1million into a Portuguese
bank account or specific approved investment
option.
• Job Creation – the applicant must create at
least 10 jobs for locals.

Hudson McKenzie
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RESIDENCE

Greece
Greek Residence Permit

Greece, officially the Hellenic Republic,
historically also known as Hellas, is a
country located in Southern Europe,
with a population of approximately
11 million as of 2016. Athens is
the nation’s capital and largest city,
followed by Thessaloniki.

Timescales

A member of the European Union, Greece is a
democratic country with a developed economy
and a high standard of living. Athens serves as
an excellent business location providing access
to both international business and travel.

• Applicants are granted a residence permit
valid for 5 years and renewable thereafter.
The Programme also offers a pathway to
Greek citizenship after living there for seven
years.

Greek Golden Visa Programme

• Spouse and children up to the age of 21 can
be included in the application.

The Golden Visa Programme is an attractive
option, particularly for applicants whose
principal aim is to leverage visa-free travel
throughout the Schengen Area. There is no
minimum stay requirement in Greece, and
applicants’ children up to the age of 21 can
qualify within the application process.

Requirements
Applicants must fulfil one of the following
criteria:
Property purchase – Applicants must purchase
real estate worth at least €250,000, to be held
for the duration of residency and for a minimum
period of 5 years.
Property investment – Applicants may
alternatively invest in one of the following
options:
• €250,000 time share investment with a
minimum 10 year lease.
• €250,000 real estate investment.
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Applications re normally processed within two
months of submission.

Benefits of the Programme
• Visa-free travel in the Schengen Area.
• No requirement to live in Greece.

Key Facts
• Official language is Greek, however English tends to be used as the
‘business language’.
• An attractive warm climate, dry summers from April to November, with
short, cooler winters. Average annual daytime temperature is 24°C.
• Strategically located being just 1.5hrs from Athens, 4hrs from Frankfurt,
3.5hrs from Dubai and 5hrs from London.
• Required investment from €€500,000.

Hudson McKenzie
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Key Facts
• Jersey enjoys a temperate climate with cool winters and mild summers.
• Residents enjoy one of the world’s highest standards of living, a stable
government and legal system.
• Economy is dominated by the financial services industry in trust, funds
and corporate services sectors.
• Regular daily flights to London, just one hour away.
• Population of just 104,200 coupled with extremely low crime rates make
Jersey an ideal place to raise a family.
• Excellent education system with several private schools.
• Required investment from £2,000,000 for the Investor Visa Programme.
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RESIDENCE

Jersey
Investor Visa Programme-Jersey

Jersey is the largest of the Channel
Islands, between England and France.
A self-governing dependency of the
United Kingdom, with a mix of British
and French cultures, it’s known for its
beaches, cliffside walking trails, inland
valleys and historic castles.
Investor Visa Programme-Requirements

Benefits of obtaining residency
• Jersey is not subject to the procedures
surrounding Brexit.
• Investor Visa Programme provides unrestricted
access to the the Common Travel Area – the UK,
Jersey, Guernsey, the Isle of Man and Ireland.
• Visa are granted for the entire family.
• UK citizenship and visa-free access to 173
countries can be awarded after 6 years.

The applicant must invest at least £2 million in the
economy which the Minister has determined to be
of benefit to Jersey.

Considerations
• Applicants must be at least 18 years of age; and
• Applicants must intend to make Jersey their
main residence.

Hudson McKenzie
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RESIDENCE

United States
EB-5 Immigrant Investor Programme

The U.S. is a country of 50 states
covering a vast swath of North
America, with Alaska in the northwest
and Hawaii extending the nation’s
presence into the Pacific Ocean. Major
Atlantic Coast cities are New York, a
global finance and culture center, and
capital Washington, DC. Midwestern
metropolis Chicago is known for
influential architecture and on the west
coast, Los Angeles’ Hollywood is famed
for filmmaking.
EB-5 Immigrant Investor ProgrammeRequirements
In order to qualify for residency, applicants must
fulfil ONE of the following investment options:
Creation of a New Enterprise – Applicant must
make at least US$1 million investment in a new
commercial enterprise, or make a minimum
investment of US$500,000 if investing in a
Targeted Employment Area (rural areas or areas
with unemployment of at least 150 percent of
the national average). Additionally, the must
create full-time employment for at least 10
qualified US workers; or
Investment in a Regional Centre –
Opportunities to be pre-approved by the US
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS),
applicants must make an investment of at least
US$500,000 and create full-time employment
for at least 10 qualified US workers.
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Considerations
• Applicants must have a net worth in excess of
US$ 1 million.
• Proof must be provided as to the legal source
of these funds.
• Residency requirements: 6 months in any 12.

Timescales
The USCIS normally takes 15-20 months to
process applications, which may be longer for
certain nationalities.

Benefits of the Programme
• Leads to permanent residence ‘Green card’
status.
• Access to public education system at all age
levels.
• Offers right to residency in all states,
including Texas and Florida which are free of
state-level income tax.
• Dependant family members can be included.
• Leads to full citizenship after 5 years of legal
residence.

Key Facts
• Hosts world’s most advanced medical and educational facilities, making it
an ideal location for raising a family.
• Being the world’s largest and strong economy, the country provides access
to a business-friendly environment and a great range of resources.
• Home to thousands of private schools, many of which are multi-lingual and
provide a route to some of the highest-ranking universities in the world.
• Required investment from US$500,000 under the EB-5 Immigrant Investor
Programme.
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Key Facts
• Founding member of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN),
enjoying strong ties with the United States and China.
• World’s fourth best financial center according to the Global Financial
Centers Index 2015 and ranked 9th in the United Nations’ Human
Development Report 2014.
• Excellent infrastructure including frequent flight connections to world’s
major countries.
• A multi-cultural society having a stable political system.
• World’s best in class educational institutions and an exceptional
healthcare system.

34 Hudson McKenzie

RESIDENCE

Singapore
Residence Programme

Singapore is an island country located
in the Indian Ocean between Malaysia
and Indonesia, renowned as one of the
world’s leading economies and most
successful centers of trade.

estate or construction, the statements must
show a turnover of at least SGD 200 million per
annum over the last three years and SGD 200
million in the past year. However, if the company
is in any other industry, the statements must
show a turnover of at least SGD 50 million per
annum on average over the last three years, and
SGD 50 million in the past year.

It was ruled by the British in the early 19th
century, however obtained independence in1963.
It now remains a member of the Commonwealth
and operates a common law system. The country
is also well renowned for its world-class education
system most efficient healthcare system.

Benefits

The Global Investor Programme

Being a resident of Singapore has numerous
benefits:

The Global Investor Programme (GIP) allows
successful business people to obtain permanent
residence in Singapore upon making a certain
level of investment.

Requirements
The applicant has to meet ONE of the following
criteria:

• If the company is privately owned, the investor
should hold at least 30% shares.

• Favourable taxation schemes.
• Visa-free travel to approx. 170 countries (for
Citizens of Singapore only).
• Spouse and children under the age of 21 years
can be include in the application. Parents
and children over the age of 21 years, may be
granted a Long Term Visit Pass for 5 years.

• Invest SGD 2.5 million to establish a new
business entity or to expand an existing
business, in a permitted industry; or
• Invest SGD 2.5 million in an approved GIP fund
which invests in Singapore-based companies.

Considerations
Applicants are eligible to apply for Permanent
Residence if they have:
• A substantial business track record for at least
three years.
• Provide audited financial statements for their
overseas company. If the company is in real
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RESIDENCE

Cyprus
Residence-by-Investment Programme

The Republic of Cyprus has enjoyed
being an independent nation since 1960,
is a member of the EU since 2004 and
became a member of the EEA in 2008.
The island enjoys low tax rates and has a
diversified economy in which tourism, financial
services and shipping are major players.

• Investment in real estate, developments and
infrastructure projects.
• Investment into alternative investment funds or
financial assets of the country.
• Purchase, establishment or participation in the
country’s businesses and companies.
• A combination of any of the above.

Requirements

Considerations

Applicants must fulfil all of the following:

If qualifying via a €2,000,000 private residence
purchase, after three years it is permitted to
liquidate and replace the private residence with a
€500,000 property.

Property – Purchase a property in Cyprus for
a minimum value of €500,000, to be held
in perpetuity. In the case that the applicant
proceeds with the real estate investment option,
this property can be included in the€€2,000,000
investment.
Investment – Provide a minimum of €2,000,000
into ONE of the following four options:
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Key Facts
• Official language is Greek, however English tends to be used as the
‘business language’.
• An attractive warm climate, dry summers from April to November, with
short, cooler winters. Average annual daytime temperature is 24°C.
• Strategically located being just 1.5hrs from Athens, 4hrs from Frankfurt,
3.5hrs from Dubai and 5hrs from London.
• Required investment from €€500,000.

Hudson McKenzie

37

38 Hudson McKenzie

Hudson McKenzie

39

United Kingdom
3 More London Riverside London SE1 2RE
Tel: +44 (0)203 318 5794 | Email: HudsonVIP@hudsonmckenzie.com
United Arab Emirates
Standard Chartered Tower, Level 5, Emaar Square, Downtown Burj Khalifa, Dubai
Tel: +971 506217412 | Email: HudsonVIP@hudsonmckenzie.com

www.hudsonmckenzie.com

Follow us on

